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COMMUNITY DISTRICT 12, MANHATTAN 
STATEMENT OF DISTRICT NEEDS AND PRIORITIES 

FY 2016 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Manhattan Community District 12 (CD12M) encompasses the most northern parts of Manhattan, including 
Washington Heights and Inwood.  The district, which is geographically diverse, is bounded by the Harlem River Drive 
on the east side and by the Hudson River on the west side; and runs from West 155th Street to West 220th Street.   
 
We are a diverse community of 209,617 residents, an increase of 19,000 residents from the last survey (U.S. Census 
Bureau, 2010-2012 American Community Survey 3 Year Estimates - Population Division - New York City Department 
of City Planning (Jan 2014)), including a majority of residents 149,678 (71.4 percent) of Latino or of Hispanic 
heritage; 34,463 (16.4 percent) of White Non-Hispanic; 16,155 (7.7 percent) of Blacks/African American Non-
Hispanic; 5,240 (2.5 percent) of Asian or Pacific Islander Non-Hispanic; 74 (less than 1 percent) of American Indian 
and Alaska Native Non-Hispanic.  The largest group in the district is of Dominican descent.  Community District 12 is 
also an immigrant community: the district has a foreign born population of almost 50% (102K residents), with 55.5% 
residents not being a citizen yet.  The median age in the district is 36, and almost a quarter (20.6%) of our population 
is under 20 years old and 12.1% of our residents are over the age of 65. 
 
We also have a high poverty and unemployment rate: 21.2% of our residents live on incomes below the federal 
poverty threshold, with 33.5% of those people being under the age of 18.  Our district median household income 
($39,535) and the Manhattan median household income is ($66,739)1. In addition, the American Community Survey 
3-year estimates for 2010 through 2012 indicates that 10.3% of our residents ages 16 and over were unemployed 
and 33.6% were not in the labor force.  In 2013 49.5% of our residents were one 1 or more forms of public assistance 
(an increase of 1.5% vs. 2005 when last measured, according to the Dept. of NYC Planning Community District 12 
portal page.  Notably, 31.5% of our adults over are over the age of 25 and do not have a high school diploma. 
Community District 12 urgently need employment services to increase the median household income, social/human 
services that support our working families, vocational training schools to raise resident skill levels to obtain 
competitive employment, provide more services for immigrant families, and more free ELS courses for non-English 
speaking residents. 
 
Manhattan Community District 12 Priority 
 

1. Urgently need a Workforce1 Center in the district to help manage the extremely high unemployment rate of 
10.3% (almost 3% higher than the current NYC rate, and 4% higher than the national average) 

2. The preservation and expansion of new permanent affordable housing within our district ï significant 
government responsiveness and investment are needed to ensure that new permanently affordable (low, 
moderate, and middle-income) housing is built in our community 

3. Increase  Park Enforcement Officers in Northern Manhattan ï 1/3rd of our district is covered in park land 
                                                           
1
 http://www.slate.com/articles/business/moneybox/2014/01/new_york_city_census_data_manhattan_and_brooklyn_are_much_poorer_than_you.html 
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4. Public Safety resources are significantly lacking in our community, including the need for additional NYPD 
officers, closed circuit cameras in parks and troubled areas, expanded and new lighting in certain areas of 
the community, and other law enforcement tools  

5. Community District 12 is in need of additional traffic agents to deal with several dangerous traffic safety 
situations throughout the district 

6. Expanded ESL resources in the district ï 74% of our residents speak a language other than English 
7. Elevator maintenance at district transit stations (including 181st Street) and flood prevention protection 
8. Increased and expanded vendor enforcement of food carts throughout the district 
9. Parking priority for community residents 

 
 
Housing  
  
Community District 12 Manhattan is well known for its pre and post-world war buildings which are in need of much 
maintenance and repairs. Many of which are not accessible for individuals with disabilities.  As well it holds the most 
rent regulated apartments in all of Manhattan at 56, 173 rent regulated units.  Within Community District 12 
Manhattan there is exist many housing issues where tenants who live in these apartments are faced with deplorable 
living conditions and serious housing code violations.  This is such a problem that in 2010 and 2011 than The New 
York City Public Advocate Bill De Blasio now Mayor created the Worst Landlords Watch List, reporting s Manhattan's 
worst-run down buildings are mostly Harlem, Washington Heights, and Inwood. Forty five of the 56 Manhattan 
buildings on the list are in those areas 
  
The impact of high rent is felt nationwide, the call for affordability is imperative.  A report created  by Shaun Donovan 
/ Secretary of the U.S Department of housing and Urban Development ñOut of Reach 2012 ñdefined affordability as it 
is consistent with the federal standard that no more than 30% of a house holds gross income should be spent on 
gross housing cost and households paying over 30% of their income are considered cost burdened. 
  
The former Mayor of New York Michael Bloombergôs acknowledged the need d for 165,000 more affordable housing 
units to be either built or preserved in New York City. However the Mayorôs affordable housing distribution has been 
grossly uneven, as seen in statistics provided by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
regarding the borough of Manhattan. From 2004 to 2010, 36,271 affordable housing units were built or preserved in 
Manhattan, but more than two-thirds of this construction was concentrated in just three of Manhattanôs twelve 
community districts. 
  
Residents in this district are faced with rising rents; overcrowding and physical conditions of existing rent-regulated 
housing units are often in deplorable, conditions with serious housing code violations. This clearly highlights the 
needs for more funding our existing housing stock in regard to preservation and new construction of affordable 
housing.  Another major concern for our community is the need for affordable and accessible housing, since the 
median house hold income of our residents is 38, 320 and 42.3% of our residents, received some form of income 
support in the form of cash assistance, SSI or Medicaid in 2009. 
  
Many tenants who are faced with these conditions cannot afford to pay for a lawyer and are fearful of taking their 
landlord to housing court to advocate for repairs. Tenants are fearful of retaliation tactics by landlords and of frivolous 
evictions from their apartment.  This is why it is so vital to have legal services for tenants and to continue funding for 
our local CBOôs who provide legal services for tenants. 
  
 
Community Board 12 Manhattan supports the following actions  
 

¶  The creation of affordable and accessible housing with in community district 12 m that takes into account    

residentôs AM 
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¶ Fund additional subsidies to local food pantries and soup kitchens 

¶ Higher more HPD inspectors 

¶ Continue funding for DHS,ACS and HRA services  

¶ Continue funding for our local community based organizations who provide vital services in; housing, 

benefits advisement, addictions, mental health, domestic violence, behavior modification, harm reduction, 

immigrant services  and legal services for tenants, 

 
Parkland  
Infrastructure  
 
Community District 12 has a total of 1,790 acres and features over 600 acres of parkland; approximately 1/3 of the 
district is parkland.  However, parkland is not well utilized by the residents due to lack of accessibility.  The bulk of 
community district 12 parkland is adjacent to the Hudson River and the Harlem River Drive.  Access to the parkland 
adjacent to Hudson River is by West 155th Street by the Henry Hudson Parkway; and the access to the parkland 
adjacent to the Harlem River is by Dyckman Street and the Harlem River Drive, this parkland also has access by 
West 155th Street and the FDR Drive.  There is no access to parkland adjacent to the either river due to from the 
middle of the district.  The lack of access to the parkland adjacent to the Hudson River and the Harlem River Drive 
triggers an overuse of the parkland and playgrounds that have access in the middle of the district.  The overuse of 
smaller parks and other playgrounds in the middle of the district are subject to an increase in wear and tear due to 
lack of accessibility to the other parks and playgrounds along the river.   Due to the increase in park goers this 
requires additional equipment and repairs. Therefore, we request the allocation of funds for the reconstruction of the 
following playgrounds and parks: 
 

1. Payson Playground located at Dyckman Street and Payson Ave. 

2. Monsignor Kett Playground located at West 204th Street and Nagle Ave. 

3. Emerson Playground located at West 207th Street and Seaman Ave. 

4. Adventure Playground located West 165th Street and Edgecombe Ave. 

5. McKenna Square located on West 165th Street between Amsterdam Ave and St. Nicholas Ave. 

6. Javitôs Playground located at Fort Washington Ave and Margaret Cabrini Blvd. 

7. Fort Washington Park bike path  

8. Reconstruction of the Inwood Park Soccer field 

9. Reconstruction of the Inwood Park Hockey ring 

10. Construction of more picnic areas; the district actual has two picnic areas.  

11. Reconstruction of the sidewalk adjacent to Payson Park located on Payson Ave between Seaman Ave and 

Dyckman Street. 

12. Reconstruction of the Hockey Ring in the Dyckman Field and make it a multipurpose court.  

 

(See attached map and photos) 
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Payson Playground located at Dyckman Street and Payson Ave. 
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Monsignor Kett Playground located at West 204th Street and Nagle Ave. 

 

 
Monsignor Kett Playground located at West 204th Street and Nagle Ave 
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Inwood Park Soccer Field 

 

 

 

 
Soccer Little League 
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Inwood Park Hockey Ring 

 

In order to provide more access to Parkland we request the allocation of funds for the design and construction of 
pedestrian bridges to connect the parkland adjacent to the Hudson River and the Harlem River Drive.  
(See attached map)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


